165.   LETTER TO MANGAL SINGH
POST ANDHERI,
March 16, 1924
DEAR SARDAR MANGAL  SINGH,
This will introduce to you Mr. Panikkar who is coming there
to replace Professor Gidwani. You may know that Mr. Panikkar
is an M.A, of Oxford with First Class Honours. He was a Professor
in the Aligarh Muslim University and non-co-operated on my
imprisonment. He was in the Swarajya office with Mr. Prakasam
for some time. If you want him, he will edit the Onward also. I
have given him the purport of our conversations. I believe that
Mr. Panikkar has assimilated the essentials of the doctrine of
non-violence. I have told him that he is to give the public an
unvarnished and impartial statement about all the happenings in
connection with the movement of the S.G.P.C. Whilst he must
necessarily be sympathetic in his consideration of the situation as
it presents itself to him from time to time, he must not hide short-
comings if he notices any, and I have told him too that not to hide
them would be the best service he can render to the cause. He
will, of course, show the head of the S.G.P.C, all the reports that
he makes to the Congress Committee from time to time previous
to their despatch to the Secretary.
Will you kindly make arrangements for Mr. Panikkar's lodg-
ings and ordinary comforts and also take him to Mrs. Gidwani
and Mrs. Kitchlew.
I hope the work is going on smoothly. Please remember me to
the friends who accompanied you. I hope to hear from you in
due course. I need hardly say how glad I was to find that the
Jatha allowed .itself to be arrested without a murmur and in a
dignified manner.1
Tours sincere!?;
M. K, GANDHI
SARDAR MANGAI* SINGH
AMRTTSAR
From a photostat: S.N. 9929
1 On March 17, Mangal Singh replied, saying that the earlier instructions
to the Jatha to "sit tight" and "not willingly give themselves up for arrest"
were later revised and they were asked to "gladly surrender". 500 of the